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' THE ORDINARY
~ IS HOLDING

Most of a place happens while
you’re on your way somewhere else.

N

Barrow has spent the
month talking about
growth, development,
taxes, traffic, and
what the county is
becoming.

Underneath all of
that, ordinary daily
life has kept going.

School buses are
running. Neighbors

are recommending

local businesses.
Friday night football
is packed. Roads are
open. Trash gets
picked up. People

are helping each other.

The everyday systems
that rarely make
headlines are still
doing exactly what

they are supposed to do.

That does not mean

change is not happening.

But for now, the
ordinary is holding.
And that is a story too.

Let’s take a look around.
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Notes. Photos.
Things worth knowing
in Barrow County.
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WHAT’S INSIDE
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Field Notes

Meetings, projects,
road work, and the
places in transition
across Barrow County.
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One Weird Thing |

A closer look at this
month’s unusual find
and what makes it

worth a second look.
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One Last Thing

P ———

The ordinary keeps
going. A final look
at the places, people,
and everyday moments
that hold everything
together.
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The Same Way You Went Yesterday

Funny how a familiar route can feel
different without really changing at
all. The same stop signs, the same
fields, the same stretch of pavement
— but the light hits different, a
new sign appears, or a tree that
barely caught your eve before is
suddenly turning. Daily travel
patterns get you where you’re going,
but every now and then they remind
you to actually look. Even the
ordinary way can feel a little
unfamiliar if you’re paying
attention.

Everything Along the Way

Water lines, power lines, cell towers,
drainage ditches, culverts, mailboxes,
trash pickup, road crews, and a hundred
other ordinary systems keep life moving
around here. You don’'t think much about
them most days, but they’'re always
working — under the road, behind the
trees, and out of sight. The everyday
infrastructure isn’t flashy, but it
matters. When something’s off, you
notice real quick how much you depend
on all of it.

Somebody Knows Somebody

Need a good mechanic? A
reliable fence guy? A place
to get deer corn? Around
here, the best information
still travels person to
person. A quick conversation
at the feed store, a
recommendation from a
neighbor, a name passed
along at church or the ball
field — that’s how things
get done. Local knowledge
runs deep in Barrow County,
and somebody always knows
somebody who can help.

Apparently It’s Fall

It sneaks up every year. One morning the air
feels different, a little cooler, and you
notice the leaves starting to change on a
few of the backroads. The mornings are darker
now, and there’s that fall smell — woodsmoke,
cut grass, and maybe somebody’s burning
leaves. Football’s back on, the hardware
store already has heaters out, and the
pumpkins are showing up at the stands. It
might still feel like summer some afternoons,
but fall is here around the edges.
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Ol\fE WEIRD THING

The Road That Isn’t
In Auburn

Same road. Different boundary.
Auburn does the paving.

I spend a lot of time digging
through local meeting packets
and public records, and every
once in a while I run across
something that isn’t really

a story, but is too interesting

to leave buried in the paperwork.

This month, it was a paving
project for Carl Cedar Hill Road.

Nothing strange there, except
for one small detail.

The part they’re talking about
isn’t in Auburn.

The segment runs from the
railroad right-of-way south to
Atlanta Highway, entirely inside
the Town of Carl. But the paving
work is being handled through
the City of Auburn.

There isn’t a fight over whose
road it is, and nobody accidentally
paved across the city limits.
Auburn and Carl have an
intergovernmental agreement

for the work. Auburn handles

the paving, and Carl reimburses
Auburn.

Carl’s own September council
minutes mention the same project

and agreement.
e

Most of us will never see any ‘ij B
of that. We'll see fresh pavement. §&Se SR

Which is probably why this caught
my attention. A road can be one
of the most ordinary things in
town, but underneath it can be
municipal boundaries, agreements,
reimbursements and two public
works operations figuring out
who is going to do what.

Then somebody drives over it
and never thinks about any of that.

Carl Cedar Hill Road at the railroad tracks. Town of Carl, November 2025.
(Source: Google Maps)
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A few thlngs com1ng up around Barrow County.
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Halloween

Spooktacular:
Winder’s Pirate Cove

Friday, October 24, 2026
5 PM - 8 PM

Winder City Park
185 N. Broad St.,

An evening of costumes,
candy, games, and family
fun at Winder City Park.
Free event. All are
welcome.

Winder

Statham Elementary’s
120th Anniversary
Fall Festival

Saturday, October 25, 2026
10 AM - 2 PM

Statham Elementary School
197 Jefferson St., Statham

Celebrate 120 years with
food, games, vendors, and
family fun at Statham
Elementary.

Friday Night

Flames and Trains BBQ

Saturday, October 25, 2026
9 AM - 4 PM

Downtown Auburn

Live music, vendors, kids
activities, local food, and
the Flames and Trains BBQ
competition. A full day

in downtown Auburn.

Football

Every Friday across Barrow County.
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in Statham

Saturday, October 31, 2026
5 PM - 8 PM

Statham City Park

336 Jefferson St., Statham

Trunk or treat, games,
costume fun, and more
for the whole family.
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"ONE LAST THING

If T hadn’t taken the pictures, I probably
wouldn’t remember that drive.

It was just one of those normal trips through
the county. The same road, the same turn, the
same view I’ve seen a hundred times.

But this time, something had changed. A field
that used to be open was graded. A new entrance
was taking shape. Dirt was moving, trucks were
coming and going, and the place already felt
different.

That happens a lot around here. Roads you drive
every day start to look different long before

it shows up on a map. A new sign goes up. The
tree line is gone. The familiar corner turns
into a construction entrance. It can feel
strange for a minute, even when you know exactly
where you are.

I think that’s part of what makes this area
interesting. Growth doesn’t happen all at once.
It shows up in pieces along tine same roads and
neighborhoods we’ve always used. You notice it
in the drive-by moments, the small changes, and
the questions that follow.

That’s what I enjoy about digging into the
records. It helps connect those changes, answer
some of the questions, and put the pieces
together. There’s usually more going on than
you can see from the road.

This month has been full of big conversations
about growth, development, taxes, and what the
county is becoming. But underneath all of that,
the ordinary is still holding. The roads still
get us where we need to go. The school buses
still run. The lights still come on. Neighbors
still support local businesses. Friday night
football still packs the stands.

All of those everyday things matter, and they
deserve a place in the story too.

Thanks for reading, for sharing, and for being
part of it. I’m already gathering notes and
photos for the next issue. Until then, keep an
eye on what’s around you. Sometimes the most
interesting stories aren’t on the agenda,
they’re right down the road.
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Chris

“Casper the Friendly Realtor”

Casper
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LICENSED REALTOR
RED 1 REALTY LLC
Office: (706) 489-9450
Cell: (770) 572-3941
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Q 122 Washington St Unit 3, Jefferson, GA 30549
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